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1 - Called "Land of Grace," the South American country of Venezuela doesn't fit into just one category of travel 

destinations. Because of the wide array of options available to travelers to this region, you're sure to find 

something to satisfy your all travel needs. Whether you're looking for a backpacking adventure or a relaxing 

beach sojourn, you're likely to find more than one reason to visit 

Venezuela. 

Angel Falls 

Venezuela's gorgeous Canaima National Park inspired Sir Arthur Conan 

Doyle to write "The Lost World," and it's also home to Angel Falls, the 

world's largest waterfall. This spectacular 3,212-foot waterfall is one and 

a half times higher than New York's Empire State Building and a 

whopping 15 times higher than Niagara Falls. Angel Falls is accessible by plane or boat, with local agencies 

offering tour packages to the falls that often include an overnight stay in a nearby location.  

Beaches 

The beaches on Venezuela's Caribbean coast enjoy a hot, dry and tropical 

climate, and there are plenty of spots in the sand to choose from. Venezuela 

has approximately 1,860 miles of coastline as well as hundreds of small 

coastal islands. Isla de Margarita is the top destination for beach lovers, with 

151 miles of coastline featuring everything from pristine secluded beaches to 

bustling water sport destinations. The archipelagos that make up Los Roques, 

another top beach spot, is the Caribbean's biggest nature reserve and boasts coral reefs, lagoons and 

mangrove islands.  

Mountains 

The Andes mountain range runs through Venezuela, giving hikers and 

other adventurers a chance to see the spectacular spines of the Sierra 

Nevada, Sierra de Santo Domingo and the Sierra de La Culata, which 

rise over 16,400 feet. When traveling to the Andes, stay a spell in the 

nearby town of Merida, a progressive and picturesque college town 

cradled in a valley in the shadow of the mountains. Further off the 

beaten track you'll also find indigenous villages that may give you a 

glimpse into a wholly different way of life. 

Food and Drink 

2 - Traveling to Venezuela means getting a chance to sample the local cuisine, which may be a bit different 

than the food you serve at home. Make sure to sample pabellon criolla, Venezuela's national dish, which 
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consists of shredded beef, white rice, black beans and plantains. Arepas and 

empanadas are also a must in Venezuela; these fried cornmeal turnovers are stuffed 

with items like cheese, chicken, black beans and shredded beef, and are widely 

available from street vendors. Also, grab a cup of Venezuela's famous Arabica coffee 

and the country's prized chocolate.  

Biodiversity 

Venezuela is among the top 10 most biodiverse countries in the world, which 

means you'll see quite a lot for your travel dollar. The 26 states that make up 

Venezuela offer a wide array of habitats to explore, such as towering 

mountains, cloud forests, scrublands, plains, river deltas, lush rainforests and 

beaches. Venezuela also hosts approximately 116,790 animal species and 

16,575 plant species. 

 

 

3 - Mónica Spear seemed to have it all. A former Miss Venezuela, she was beautiful and 

talented, and her career as a soap-opera actress was on the rise. A few years ago, she 

left Venezuela looking for broader horizons, and fleeing the crime wave sweeping the 

nation. She returned home for the holidays and spent the first days of 2014 

crisscrossing the country with her British husband and five-year-old daughter, all while 

faithfully uploading pictures of her trip on Twitter.  

On Monday, Jan. 6, Spear’s car broke down on the highway near the central city of Puerto Cabello. As they 

waited to be towed, they were approached by thugs. The details are sketchy, but in the end, she and her 

husband were gunned down, senselessly murdered. Their daughter was wounded, but survived.  

Spear’s horrific story is part of a broader trend. Venezuela has become one of the most dangerous countries 

on Earth. The reputable Venezuelan NGO Observatorio Venezolano de Violencia reports that in 2013, there 

were 24,763 murders in Venezuela, up from 21,600 a year earlier. The murder rate was 79 per 100,000 

inhabitants. As a comparison, the rate in Mexico last year was 22 per 100,000 people. (Tellingly, the 

government does not publish reliable murder statistics.)  

The worst part about this problem is that it is only getting worse. In 1998, before Hugo Chávez first took office, 

there were 19 murders per 100,000 inhabitants. Back then, Venezuela was dangerous, but only slightly more 

so than the average Latin America country, and certainly less dangerous than places like neighboring 

Colombia. Last year, Colombia’s murder rate was 50 percent lower than Venezuela’s.  

4 -There are numerous explanations for why Venezuela has gotten so dangerous.  

Why Is Venezuela so Violent? - Juan Cristóbal Nagel 
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Venezuela is awash with guns. The problem, though, is with who owns the guns. No matter where you stand 

on the gun control issue, even the most conservative, gun-loving person in the world would have to agree that 

irresponsible gun ownership and complete lawlessness is a dangerous combination.  Many Venezuelans who 

own guns are engaged in drug smuggling, gasoline smuggling, and other sorts of black market activities — a 

fact that only highlights the complete breakdown of law and order. The police force, if at all present, is simply 

there to be bribed.  

The problem is compounded in the justice system. According to the Organization of American States, 

Venezuela has far fewer prosecutors — 2.47 per every 100,000 inhabitants — than a country of its size 

requires. It also has only 6.86 judges per 100,000 inhabitants, far fewer than it should have, a way below the 

norm on the continent. In comparison, Chile, a less violent country, has 50.41 judges per 100,000 inhabitants.  

And the few judges Venezuela has face enormous pressures to keep people out of jail. Venezuela has one of 

the most overcrowded, and hence violent, prison systems in the world.  

The result is that the justice system has simply stopped working. That is why roughly six out of every ten 

crimes goes unreported. It is also why few of the crimes that are prosecuted end in a conviction.  

In spite of this tragedy, not all Venezuelans accuse the government of being soft on crime. A recent opinion 

poll showed that while roughly 60 percent of Venezuelans blame the government for the country’s electricity 

crisis, only half blame it for the crime wave.  

Venezuela has recently renewed efforts to promote tourism in the country. In one of the saddest ironies of the 

Spear saga, Ms. Spear’s late husband was involved in promoting sustainable tourism in the country through his 

ownership of a local travel agency. My country indeed offers amazing sights. But when popular celebrities are 

gunned down for no reason, one has to conclude Venezuela has become completely unsafe for tourists — or 

anyone else for that matter.  
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